Course Syllabus
Advanced Placement Economics 		 			2021-2022
Mr. Crow								
Chino Hills High School					

Course Description:	
	This class will provide students with a solid understanding of the principles of micro and macroeconomics.  The course objectives are as follows:
1. The course will focus on the underlying features influencing economic theory; factors of production, costs, benefits, marginal analysis & scarcity.  Students will examine how economics can improve one’s decision-making & choice.
2. Students will examine the various economic systems; highlighting the benefits, disadvantages, and history of each.
3. The course will discuss the microeconomic concepts that drive a free market. This covers topics such as how supply, demand, and the price system work to coordinate activity, the benefits from trade, and the role of consumer choice.
4. The course introduces students to how one monitors & measures national economic activity. Topics include the business cycle, and the common problems of poverty, inflation, & unemployment which national & regional economies all face.
5. Students will be exposed to the roles played by both government & private institutions and how they encourage a stable & healthy economic environment.
6. The course introduces the different types of business organizations, the value of entrepreneurship, competition, and economic growth.
7. The class will examine the dynamic and ever-changing economic landscape through research and discussion of Current Economic Events. Students will demonstrate critical economic thinking and reasoning by evaluating the costs, benefits, & implications of current economic choice.
8. Students will develop key skills and knowledge necessary for managing their personal finances banking, investment, savings, budgeting, credit, and taxes.
9. Students will learn key economic vocabulary terms which are necessary for them to engage in meaningful discussion about economic concepts & events.
10.  Students will use economic graphs to illustrate & explain economic theory.
11.  Students will be able to demonstrate content mastery through the application of theory when confronting common economic problems.
12.  Students will be prepared to take the College Board Advanced Placement Microeconomics Test for college credit. 





Texts:
Robin Bade & Michael Parkin. Foundations of Economics AP Edition. Pearson Education Inc , 2007.

Steven Sheffrin & Arthur O’Sullivan.  Economics; Principles in Action.  Pearson Education Inc., 2007.

Attendance
	Dependability is critical for success in both school and the workplace.  Regular attendance is a reflection of a mature, responsible, and dependable individual.  Absences have a cost; to you, to me, and to your classmates.  In this course attendance and participation are expected.  Students who are frequently absent should not expect to earn the same credit as those who are not.  Students who have unexcused absences on the Weekly Attendance Report will not be allowed to make-up and receive credit for missed class activities or assessments.  These scores will be forfeit at the discretion of the instructor. No penalty is imposed for excused absences.  Excessive absences (>20%) may result in a grade reduction of up to one letter grade at the instructor’s discretion. Short-term contracts are available from the office for absences lasting more than a few days. No penalties will be applied for short-term contracts.

Classroom Behavior
	All Chino Valley School District rules will be enforced.  Students are expected to be courteous and respectful to both the instructor and their peers.  Students will respect the personal and private property of others while in the class. If its not yours, keep you hands off! Excessive talking, academic dishonesty, eating in class, failure to follow instructions, leaving one’s seat during class, or any other misconduct may result in a loss of grade points and/or the inability to complete class activities and assignments.  Academic dishonesty (cheating and copying) will result in the loss of grade (zero) for the assignment/assessment in question.  These deductions are in addition to any action that may be taken.
	Use of electronic devices will be at the discretion of the school and instructor.  Failure to follow these rules will result in disciplinary action and may result in the confiscation of the device until parent notification.  No recording of any kind is permitted in class without instructor consent.  Students should have a reasonable expectation of privacy therefore no recordings should be posted or distributed in any way.  Classroom lectures, activities or lessons may be taped by the instructor for educational and evaluatory purposes only.  In such cases, the instructor will notify students in advance.






Tardy/Restroom Passes
Students should be in class and in their seat by the time the passing bell rings to start class.  Frequent and excessive tardies or restroom passes may result in disciplinary action or point deductions at the discretion of the instructor. Please let the instructor know if medical issues necessitate frequent restroom visits. In such cases, no deductions or penalties will be assessed.

Homework
The course will require approximately two hours of homework per week.  Additional time may be needed for test preparation or special projects.  Assignments and homework will be posted daily on the board and on the schoolwires class calendar.  Homework is graded on completion, accuracy and thoroughness.  Homework is due at the beginning of class on the specified due date.  Students will receive a stamp to verify timely completion. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure completed work is stamped.  The stamp allows students the ability to receive full credit.  Late assignments will receive partial credit, no better than a C-, if completed and submitted by the Homework Packet due date. In life, it is important that one see his or her duties through to completion.  Therefore incomplete assignments submitted in the homework packet may not receive credit.  This is at the discretion of the instructor, based on the amount of the assignment that was not completed. 
	Students should hold on to completed work, notes and materials.  These will be submitted together in a Homework packet on the day of the Unit Test.  I will provide a packet list for students to organize their work prior to each test.  Since students keep their work until the test, assignments that are incomplete can still be finished for partial credit up to the day of the test.  There are no excused for not completing your work.  It is simply a matter of choice.

Make-up Work
	Students will have as many days as days absent to complete missed work.  Test and quiz make-ups should be scheduled and completed no more than one week after return.  In many cases other students may be unable to review the results of their assessments until all students have finished. If extenuating circumstances exist that will prohibit you from keeping this schedule, it is the responsibility of the student to speak with the instructor to find a mutually agreeable solution. IT IS THE STUDENTS RESPONSIBILITY TO GET ANY MISSED WORK OR MATERIALS.  Electronic copies of most assignments and lectures are available on the schoolwires website.  The daily agenda, list of activities and assignments are also posted there. Missed assignments or assessments that are not made-up will be scored as a zero at the conclusion of the unit.  

Course Requirement:
	All students will be expected to take the College Board Advanced Placement Microeconomics Test. Financial assistance is available. Students who do not take the AP Test for credit will be required to complete an alternate test for credit.



Grading:
	This class will use a point based continuous grading system.  Students accumulate points throughout the semester. One’s progress and final semester grades are merely a division of points earned by total points possible.  Letter grades can be determined using the scale below.*  
		98 – 100%	A+	  	78 – 79%     C+	
		93  – 97%	A	  	73 – 77%     C
		90  – 92%	A-	  	70 – 72%     C-
		88  -  89%	B+	  	68 – 69%     D+ 
		83  – 87%	B	  	63 – 67%     D
		80  – 82%	B-	  	60 – 62%     D-
				    		  <   59%      F  
*  Grade scale may be amended at the discretion of the instructor.  Students will not be penalized by any such change. 

Approximate Grade Breakdown:
Chapter and Unit Tests		60%
Homework Assignments		30%
Other Projects & Assessments	10%
 
Additional Questions:
If potential students have any further questions or concerns regarding the course, the subject material, the expectations or policies of AP Microeconomics please contact Mr. Crow.  He can be reached…
	By Email: greg_crow@chino.k12.ca.us
            In Person: Room 210
            By Phone:  x5210
	
	
