How to complete the A.O.W.
1. Read and Code the text (read 3 times min. for full comprehension):
a. + for ideas or claims with which you agree
b. – for ideas with which you disagree
c. ! for ideas or claims that surprise, anger, or otherwise cause a strong
reaction (OMG! moments)
d. ? for ideas or claims you doubt or find confusing/word you don’t know
e. * for important passages, quotes, or facts you want to remember

2. Demonstrate evidence of a close reading:
· Mark your reactions as you read. Besides the coding symbols above, you must also include brief notes in the margins and/or between the lines. This will help you to complete comprehension questions and the extension at the end of the assignment.
· Notations are easier if you remember to remove the hand/brain filter! If a thought comes about the text, note it. Connection with the text is key.

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Extension task:
· Now that you have read the article, annotated it, and answered question about the text, you need to extend yourself for the final activity.

Your extension could include some of the following:
a. What is the article about? Summarize the information presented.
b. Who is the audience for this piece? Was it written for a general audience, or a special audience? AND how do you know? (Is there anything in the text that clues you in? Specialized vocabulary? Type of publication?)
c. What was the writer’s primary purpose in writing this piece? The writer’s primary purpose was to inform, to persuade, to entertain, or to motivate.
d. What is your opinion of this article? Do you agree/disagree with the author’s thesis? Use evidence from the article to back up your claims.
e. Creating some sort of art-based advertisement/graphic display

4. Articles of the Week will be assigned each Wednesday, and are due the following Wednesday.

5. If you misplace or lose the A.O.W. it will be available online for you to print.

Article of the Week (SAMPLE)1.  Code and annotate text, identify figurative language, note fact/opinion.
2.  Show evidence of a close-read. Write in the margins. Talk back!
3.  Write a half page reflection, which may be based on the post-questions.





If dress code doesn't suit teens, school district will
Parents say the inmate jumpsuit is too extreme for attire offense
By Elizabeth White 8.3.10, Houston Chronicle

GONZALES — Violating Gonzales High School's dress code is not a crime, but some of the offenders are about to start looking a lot like convicts.

Soon after classes begin Aug. 25, violators of the district's beefed-up dress code must don navy blue coveralls unless they get another set of clothes from home — or serve in-school suspension. The outfits aren't just styled like prison jumpsuits — they're actually made by Texas inmates.
"We're a conservative community, and we're just trying to make our students more reflective of that," said Larry Wehde, Gonzales Independent School District deputy superintendent.

The new policy in Gonzales, about 70 miles east of San Antonio, has drawn plenty of criticism — along with some speculation that all the district will accomplish is to set off a new fashion trend.
Some parents and students are crying foul.  "They're not little prisoners," said Mary Helen Douglas, who has a 17-year-old son starting his senior year.
The 2,650-student district has ordered 82 coveralls, which are most often sold to county jails, state mental institutions and juvenile prisons. School districts have bought lunch trays and similar items from inmate labor, but no other school district has ordered the jumpsuits in the last year, said Michelle Lyons, spokeswoman for the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

The jumpsuits aren't the only option for dress-code violators from fifth through 12th grade. School board President Glenn Menking said parents can still bring a change of clothes, or they may request that the student go to in-school suspension instead.
