Media and Politics 

· In the early years of the Republic, politicians and political parties created, sponsored, and controlled newspapers to further their interests.

· They were able to do this because circulation was small and printing a newspaper was very expensive.

· The papers were very expensive and circulated mainly among politicians and “elites”.  In order to pay for their publication the political parties paid their employees with Federal money – will probably lead to pretty partisan papers – explain

· As changes in technology (rotary press and the telegraph) and transportation (higher circulations and more advertising) make the publication of newspapers a more lucrative business investment the parties get out of the newspaper business leaving it to wealthy businessmen like William Randolph Hearst.

· You also have the creation of the Associated Press in 1848 which will make it much more economically feasible to produce a paper in a smaller area – what is the AP and how does it work?

· These advances then lead to the inception of “yellow journalism”?

· In response to newspapers resorting to such sensationalism and desire to appeal to mass readerships magazines of opinion are formed to discuss things like public policy
· The sensationalism of newspapers begins to wane as more successful papers bought up their competitors eliminating the need for such sensationalism
· In society today things have switched a bit with very few magazines that cover anything of real substance instead focusing on entertainment and sports

· Describe the advantage TV and radio give politicians. Understand that these advantage still come at a cost – people can easily just turn it off, the cost is extremely high and stories must be condensed quite a bit.

· Unfortunately, this may lead to more controversial actions by public officials to get their ugly mug on the TV

· In many ways the problems with politics today stem from the prominence of electronic journalism – the President will always be covered, however, there are 535 other elected members of the government who want media time – this leads to ridiculous attacks against the President (he's a foreigner), congressional investigations into stupid stuff like steroids in baseball, etc.

· The internet has truly democratized the distribution of information, however, is that a good thing?  Ever read the comments following a story on politics?  Terrifying. Now extend that to all the idiots with an internet connection and too much time on their hands – blogs

· The National Media is generally considered to include publications like the Wall Street Journal, NY Times, Washington Post, etc.  These matter because:

1.  Politicians read them – explain

2.  The reporters for these papers are very different from the local papers – they are paid much better, went to prestigious journalism schools and are much more liberal – they generally write more interpretive articles – explain

Roles of the National Press

· The national press serve three roles in politics:

1.  Gatekeeper – they influence what subjects become national political issues and for how long

· Things like pollution, automobile safety, gun control, etc. were not paid attention to by politicians until the national media focused on them.  Example – Vietnam War – explain

2.  Scorekeeper – they keep track of and help make political reputations, note who is being mentioned as a “candidate” and help decide who is important and who is not

· Why spend a month covering the New Hampshire primary and Iowa caucus?

· This is all free news coverage for the politicians and they love it

3.  Watchdog – they decide you have done something wrong and jump all over you for it

· The media have an instinctive and profitable desire to investigate and expose scandals – explain

· As most of you know the press will build you up because they love the underdog and then will tear you down because that's what we do to the people in the lead
· In your notes describe one example for each
