Political Culture

· Political culture is simply a distinctive and patterned way of thinking about how political and economic life ought to be carried out
· Americans look at politics and economics very differently – explain
· 5 important elements of the American view of the political system:  liberty, equality, democracy, civic duty and individual responsibility
· Our view of economics is also driven by our determined belief in liberty leading to overwhelming support for free-enterprise
· We do believe in limiting this free-enterprise, however, through the use of regulations to protect the public welfare
· Compared to other Democratic nations Americans are more likely to think that freedom is more important than equality and less likely to think that hard work goes unrewarded or that the govt. should guarantee citizens a basic standard of living
· We also see a big difference in the role religion plays in the US as houses of worship play a much larger civic role in the US (volunteer work, community service, social and health care svcs., etc.)
· Religion plays virtually no role in most other Democratic countries’ elections (not quite so here)
Sources of Political Culture
· Our history with England helps develop our insistence on liberty – explain
· The religious nature of our founders supports the belief in original sin which leads to a suspicion of any institution run by men (could be problematic for a new democratic government)
· Additionally, the absence of any official church of the US leading to much more religious diversity
· Ultimately, much of what you believe about your government and your culture is passed down through our families
· The combined effect of religious and ethnic diversity, an individualistic philosophy, fragmented political authority and the relatively egalitarian American family can be seen in the absence of a high degree of class consciousness
· Horatio Alger???
· What is the Culture War??  Who are the two opposing sides partaking in this Culture War??
· How can media play a role in this “war”?
· One issue that worries political scientists is the public opinion numbers concerning distrust in government which currently is about 83% (highest levels in history)
· We are seeing lower levels of confidence in numerous institutions (the Church, newspapers, the military, etc) as well
· We can classify our lack of confidence in our government through political efficacy – the belief that you can take part in politics (internal efficacy) or that government will respond to your issues (external efficacy)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We have high levels of internal efficacy (do I understand my government and can I take part) and progressively lower levels of external efficacy (does my government respond to the things I care about) – still higher than European citizens responded
