Political Participation

· The biggest complaint that most people have about our system is that no one votes – especially when compared to European democracies

· This, however, is not entirely accurate – Europe measures participation by how many registered voters show up to the polls and we measure participation by what percentage of the voting-age population shows up to vote
· What's the difference?
· Only 2/3 of our population is even registered to vote so our percentage could be 33% lower before anyone even starts voting 

· If we used the European guidelines our voter turnout would be about 87% instead of 52%

· The problem for us, therefore, is voter registration, not voter turnout

· What is the Motor Voter Bill of 1993?

· Increased voter registration by 630,000 in just 2 months

· The law was opposed by 90% of the Republicans and supported by 95% of Democrats – is this because Republicans are evil like Mr. Burns from the Simpsons?

· Please, please, please remember that voting is only one way of participating in your government – you can join various civic associations, support social movements, write to legislators, attend and complain at city council meetings, etc.

· We have much higher percentages of this participation than the rest of the world.  What about our government promotes this?

· Should we be concerned about low voter registration rates?  Could it mean that people are happy with their government?
A Little Bit of Voting History

· Has everyone always been allowed to vote?

· At the time of ratification only white male property holders or taxpayers could vote

· In about 30 years this would include virtually all white males

· The Constitution was originally very vague and said little to nothing about conducting elections leaving this up to the states

· In fact, Presidential electors were originally chosen by state legislatures rather than by the voters

· A number of laws and Constitutional amendments have steadily decreased the decision making left to the states concerning elections...and rightfully so
Assignment
Read the 15th amendment of the Constitution and describe, in your opinion, what this means and what it means for extending suffrage to all of our society?  This amendment did lead to literacy tests(?), poll taxes(?) and the grandfather clause(?)  Explain – you may use pages 481-484 in the textbook for this
