Political Parties

· A political party is simply a group that seeks to elect candidates to political office through the use of a label (party identification)

· This ID may or may not appear on the ballot

· In the US party ID can be found in all national elections, but only in a few municipal elections

· In some countries it never appears on the ballot and in others it is the only thing on the ballot

· Parties exist as labels, organizations that recruit and campaign for candidates and a set of leaders who try to organize and control the government

· In the US these parties have become weaker as labels and have much less control over candidates.  They still play a huge role in organizing and controlling campaigns.

· In Europe the party plays an even larger role than it does in the US – why?

· People generally only get to run for office if selected by the party, campaigns are run by the party and elected officials are expected to vote as the party tells them to

· Things are quite different in the US because our government is much more decentralized than it is in Europe – explain

· This has changed quite dramatically over the past 70 years as our government has become much more centralized (still far less centralized than Europe) with federal power

· How do Parliamentary systems choose their leaders?

· In many other countries political party identification extends into people's everyday lives – part of who they are

Some Political Party History

· Political parties were not existent at the founding of our government, but we had an idea they would spring up – explain (Fed 10?)

· We can divide the rise of parties into four phases:

1.  The Founding through 1820

2.  President Jackson through the Civil War

3.  Civil War through the 1930's

4.  The New Deal to the present

1. Why did the founders dislike parties?  Parties began when two members of Washington's cabinet (Jefferson and Hamilton) begin to develop very different views over the size and activities of the federal government

* The 1st organized political party in the US was made up of Jefferson's supporters and were called Jeffersonian-Republicans (1790's)

- The Republicans smoked the Federalists winning every election from 1800 until 1824
2. The Jacksonians
· Due to changes in who is allowed to vote a dominant two party system emerges again

* In 1824 only 365,000 votes were cast, then 1 million in 1828 and 2 million by 1840

· Additionally, we begin to choose the President through popular vote (for electoral votes) instead of through state legislators choosing

* The institution of conventions in 1831 also helped greatly in the rise in importance of parties
3. The Civil War and Sectionalism
- The Civil War creates a huge divide in the country making party identification much easier

- Union supporters were?  Confederates were?

- Most states started to become dominated by one party much like it still is today

- This was largely a result of the political machine and was addressed by the Progressive Party (Mugwumps)

- The Progressives were opposed to patronage, the party machine, immigrants and alcohol.  They were mostly concerned with the vague concept of principle.
4. The Era of Reform
- With the Great Depression and WW2 FDR lays out the principles behind his New Deal and labels them liberal ideas leading to many former Republicans becoming Democrats (the North) and many Democrats becoming Republicans (the South) and left some Dixiecrats?

- There has been a constant call for reform of political parties and the political process itself throughout the 20th and 21st centuries starting with the Progressives and continuing today with groups like No Labels (I know it is a label advertising the intent to rid us of labels – my head hurts)
