· The political machine is a party organization that recruits its members by the use of tangible incentives – money, political jobs, an opportunity to get favors from the government (big contracts) – and that is characterized by a high degree of leadership control over member activity
· One of the most famous was Tammany Hall that ran New York for a century
· Was estimated that one out of every eight voters in New York had a federal, state or city job
· James Tyner was appointed postmaster general of the Post Office not to run the Post Office but to ensure that Indiana was carried (Indiana voted for the Republican)
· These machines existed (and were perfected thru kickbacks and systemic voter fraud) long before large numbers of immigrants began to reach our shores.  These immigrants were just more fuel to keep these “machines” running
· These “machines” were eventually dealt with thru strict voter registration laws, civil service reforms and competitive bidding
· Congress passes the Hatch Act in 1939 making it illegal for federal civil service employees to take an active part in political management or political campaigns
· The biggest changes were caused by the increasing education of the electorate
Influences on Public Opinion

Social Class

· This is how we are most commonly divided up – are you in the upper class, middle class or poor?

· The effects of class differences on voting patterns has declined in the past 50 years but still plays a role

· Generally, unskilled laborers are more likely to be Democrats than affluent white collar workers

· Social class is having a smaller effect on these opinions primarily because of education and because people are basing their political opinions more on social issues rather than economic issues

Race and Ethnicity

· As social class has become less of a determining factor in public opinion race has become an even larger one

· We see major differences in black and white views toward busing, the death penalty, defense spending, affirmative action

· Black and white views do mirror each other on things like allowing cops to search known drug dealers homes without a warrant, opposing a woman's right to abortion on demand
· The most interesting thing is the difference in opinion between the African-American political elite who don't feel that the lives of black citizens have gotten any better while the same citizens do think their lives are getting better

· White people also don't share the views of white political elites – any examples of these elites?

The Family

· The majority of young people identify with their parent's political party

· In a study of high-school seniors only 9% identified themselves with a party different than their parents

· In fact, by fifth grade ½ of all schoolchildren identify themselves with one party

· Another study, of adults, shows that this doesn't end after you move out – 60% of the adults still held the same party identification as their parents

· These percentages have been dropping however

· What is most striking is that kids generally differ with their parents on specific policy issues, but still identify with the same political party

· Much of this depends on what is discussed at the dinner table

Religion

· In general (all generalities people), Catholic families are a bit more liberal on economic issues than white Protestants, while Jewish families are much more liberal than either of the other two – why?

1. Social status theory – as they immigrated to the country Catholics and Jews were often poor and discriminated attaching themselves to a political doctrine they thought would help them

2.  Religious Tradition Theory – the Jewish religion has always emphasized social justice, whereas, evangelical Protestant denominations have emphasized personal salvation over any sort of social policy

· Do you think these differences in religion will affect people's attitudes towards economic policy or foreign or social policy?

· Opinion surveys show that since 1960 evangelical Christians have become more and more attached to the Republican Party while Jews and those with no serious religious affiliation have become more and more attached to the Democratic Party

Gender

· Gender usually doesn't play a huge role in political attitudes or voting aside from such issues as: war, gun control, pornography and stupid rape comments

· How might gender affect views on economic policy?

Education

· Studies from the past century show that attending college significantly increases a liberal attitude in its' students and those who have been in college longer are found to be even more liberal (the professors anyone?)

· Why does college turn people into “freaky liberals”?

· Maybe the people that attend college have some sort of background that gives them a greater proclivity to be liberal – explain

· Maybe you're exposed to more information (textbooks, newspapers, etc.) that are produced by an ever growing liberal cultural elite – explain

· Maybe college professors are brainwashing our kids with “freaky liberal” ideas – explain

· Not that big of a deal when no one went to college, but now that 35% of the population attends college gets bigger.

Geographic Region

· What do you think has been the biggest geographic divide in American politics (historically)?

· There has always been a bit of a divide between the North and South on such things as aid for minorities, school busing and enlarging the rights of the accused

· Which would you associate with Democrats and which with Republicans?

· What is the big divide today in politics regionally?

Assignment:

Using our political attitudes survey as a guide try to explain where you got these attitudes from – is it your family, where you're from, your race, your religion, etc.

Due Tuesday
