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Study Guide: Science Chapter 5

Vocabulary

1. Condensation

2. Convection current

3. Dew point

4. Evaporation

5. Humidity

6. Ocean current

7. Precipitation

8. Transpiration

9. Water vapor

Diagram Skills: Identify the three stages of the water cycle on a chart
Short Answer

1. Why are the oceans important to the water cycle?

2. What do evaporation and transpiration have in common?

3. What kind of weather is generally associated with cumulus clouds?

4. On a sunny day, why is the sand on a beach warmer than water right next to it?

Inquiry Skills (short answer)

1. Use Models: Look at the two cups.  One cup represents the ocean and contains water.  The other cup represents land contains soil.  Both cups were left in direct sunlight for the same amount of time.  Which cup contains soil and represents land?  How do you know?

2. Experiment: Marcus covered half of the leaves of a plan with a clear plastic bag.  He used string to secure the opening of the bag around the base of the plant and placed the plant in direct sunlight.  What might Marcus expect to observe after two hours?

Thinking Critically:

1. Analyze: It is a hot summer day with no wind.  The relative humidity is 50%.  As the Sun goes down, how would you expect the relative humidity to change?

2. Apply:  Portland, Maine is about as far north as Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Yet, winters in Portland are milder than those in Minneapolis.  Explain.

3. Synthesize: Suppose the polar ice caps were to melt.  What effect would this have on ocean waters?

4. Evaluate:  A friend says that much of California has a moderate climate than inland states because California is closer to the Pacific Ocean.  Do you agree or not?  Explain your response.  

