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Study Guide: Science Chapter 7: The Solar System
Vocabulary

1. Asteroid

2. Comet

3. Galaxy

4. Gravity

5. Inner planets

6. Meteor

7. Planets

8. Outer planets

9. Solar system

10. sunspots

Short Answer

1. What is the source of the Sun’s energy?

2. What objects make up the solar system?

3. What are the inner plants and the outer planets, and how do the planets in these two groups differ?

4. What keeps the planets in orbits around the Sun?

Inquiry Skills (Use a graph to answer these questions)

1. Compare: Which planet has a surface temperature that is most similar to that on Earth?

2. Infer: What are the chances of finding liquid water on the surface of Venus?

Thinking Critically:

1. Apply: What will happen when the Sun’s supply of hydrogen is used up?

2. Analyze:  Suppose you are playing a guessing game with a friend.  She says that she is thinking of a planet that takes 84 Earth years to complete one revolution of the Sun.  You know that Mars orbits the Sun in 687 days.  Is your friend thinking of an inner planet or an outer planet?  How do you know?

3. Evaluate: What are some advantages of using space probes rather than space craft carrying people to explore outer space?

4. Synthesize: Some scientists have suggested that Pluto is not a planet.  What evidence supports such an idea?

